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World Day of Prayer Y\ You’re Invited to Write an
Essay About Grace Church

Saturday, March 6, 2010
11:00AM How do you feel about Grace Church? Why have you
Plymouth Church committed to Grace through your pledges, your atten-

dance, your attention, your joining to work on worship,
a meal, a small group, the yard, and so on?

During Lent, the Grace Research and Discovery
Team invites you to write down a few thoughts
_ : that reflect your feelings about your church.
Refer questions to Judy Sebastian at This is a spiritual exercise for those who choose

508-877-0175 to participate. Take pen to hand - or hands to key-

\_ ) board - and tell us (in 200 words or less) what it is
e ~ about Grace Church that feeds you, why have you
Bonfire Pa rty at Grace! stayed with our church, what makes you proud of
Actually, more of a pot fire in our firepot! Grace Church and its members? When you speak
of Grace to others, what do you say? What is it that
nourishes your life here? What about Grace feels
like the presence of God? Consider Grace now and

Lunch following for $5.00
(Please pre-register for lunch)
Registration at 10:45AM

Saturday, February 27

z-h?SO mll:;I,VlI)e low-key fun into the future - not the church of the past.
for everyone! You don’t have to be a great writer to participate.
In fact, if you would prefer to be interviewed, we
We’ll have can arrange to do that.
* Fire pot With your permission, some of these essays will
* Firewood and toasting sticks appear in Grace Notes. Others may be read at a
* Marshmallows and chocolate Sunday service. If we receive enough, they may be
- (ETEET C e e put into a booklet form. Or - you can journal your
* Hot cider feelings - and opt not to have them go public at all.
What should you bring? Below is an essay that former member Sharon
« Flashlights Kenrick send to us a while back. It’s a terrific way
 Warm clothes, gloves, hats, snow boots to launch this program.
e Friends “I want to answer the question, “What does
S GES s e e e our town and the world need from Grace Congre-
\_ _J gational UCC? How do I say it? We need to be
what we have always been - out
Grace Notes front!!! That means that we will
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Pastor’s Note

Dear Ones,
Are you familiar with this passage?

‘Master, now you are dismissing
your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you have pre-
pared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’

It comes from the second chapter
of Luke and, since Luke is such

a good read, you might pull out
your Bible and read the whole
chapter to get the context. They
are the words, a song really, from
an old man. His name is Simeon.

We had an old car in the fam-
ily when I was a child. It was a
Buick that had once been blue. I
guess it was about a 1930 model.
I never rode in it on a proper
road. Once a year, my father
would fire it up and we’d go for
a ride through the orchard roads
in rural Maine. It always seemed
like an indispensable part of
summer. That car was still work-
ing long after most of its brothers
and sisters had been turned into
rust, or perhaps scrap for World
War II. That car had a name. It
was Simeon.

Simeon, the Buick, made it into
the late “60’s when my Dad sold
it to a guy. Dad wanted to find
a home for the car that would
lead to its restoration. I seem to
remember that a few years later,
he saw a refurbished Buick in
about the right part of Maine that
he was pretty sure was Simeon
with a new lease on life. What
new adventures did that car have
as its life took a new turn? We
don’t know. I'd like to think that
Simeon is still brought out for 4th
of July parades, somewhere, and

that kids still get to ride in the
old fellow.

When Simeon, the man, sang
his song, he had just held a
baby in his arms. Itis the only
moment of his life we know
about at all and the reason
we know is because the baby
was Jesus. What happened to
Simeon after this moment is
anybody’s guess. I'd like to
think that he lived on for some
years, long enough, perhaps,
for Mary or Joseph or even
Jesus to catch a glimpse of him
moving through the streets the
way old men move, shining
through the daylight the way
one shines who has seen God
at work in his own life.

Simeon was waiting for the
messiah. Are you waiting for
something too? Let us pray: O
worker of wonders, we are wait-
ing. Come fill our lives with the
breath of forever. Come lighten
our load by trading it with yours.
Come create again in our lives
Amen.

Peace and Blessing,

Taking Stock

Stores check their inventory on
a regular basis to enable them
to figure out what’s selling and
needs reordering. Churches can
do that too.

Two years ago, we gathered
the Grace Church family at the
UCC Conference center to check
our inventory. Were you there?
We had some food and some
brief talk about redevelopment.
Then we filled out the Natural
Church Development survey. The
results have been useful in setting
priorities for our redevelopment
work over the past two years.
Notably, many of us have worked
through “The Three Colors of
Ministry” and its spiritual gifts
assessment (a personal inventory
of sorts!) We have also altered
our organizational structure,
made changes in our worship life,
and modified our processes for
starting new ministries.

It is time for us to convene again
in that mode. Again we’ll talk
about redevelopment and retake
that survey. We’ll also share some
food and provide child care.

Watch for a meeting date to be
announced soon. And please
plan on attending this important
meeting.

Essays Conitnued from page one)

the other churches to work together. And that may be our next mis-
sion. We are not a threat so we can, may ask them to work with us.

When I was last in church with Brooke, I said to her that Grace was
a church that reflected the church that God would have wanted.

We don’t match!!! We are old and young, black and white, smart
and challenged, moneyed and poor, very religious and not, etc. 1
would not be the person I am today if I had not been a member of
Grace. And who am I? A person still becoming a child of God and
still learning!!! I am so blessed to have walked to that church and

found all of you.

Send essays to Jean Burr or Linda Hilliard. We would appreciate
receiving them by the end of March




Bread Sale on Palm Sunday
and Collection for Appalachia

Don’t miss Grace Women
United’s annual Palm Sunday
Bake Sale on Sunday, March 28,
immediately after church.

This is a two -part event:

e Moneys earned from the bake sale will go
toward the Appalachia Project.

e We are also looking for the donation of gently
used shoes, sneakers, children’s books and
school and art supplies to send to Appalachia.

The Appalachia project is
spearheaded by Anke and

Frits Geurstin of Holliston who
sponsor four elementary schools
in Appalachia. They send
packages of supplies weekly to the schools (at a
cost of $40 to $70 per shipment).

This is an opportunity to buy delicious, home-
made breads, and muffins for Easter - and
support an important cause.

Volunteers are needed to provide baked goods
and help with set up and sales. Speak to Lynn
Burdett if you can lend a hand.

Faith in Action Presents
Exploring End of Life

Decisions

Saturday, April 17
10:00 AM to 2:30 PM

This free public seminar is designed to help you
and your family deal with end of life issues.

¢ Estate Planning Attorney Tracey Ingle will
discuss Avoiding Probate, Estate Planning,
Wills, Health Care Proxies, Medicaid, Veter-
an’s Benefits, Power of Attorney, Charitable
Planning.

* A funeral home representative will review
making funeral arrangements. Learn how

to plan ahead for a funeral, what to expect
when dealing with a funeral director, how to
make this difficult time a little easier.

e Reverend Bradford Watters of Grace
Church will talk about dealing with the
culmination of our lives, preparing a funeral
or memorial service, and talking with friends
and family about your wishes.

Watch for details in the next Grace Notes.
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Grace Church calendar - March

March 6 8:00 AM Men’s Group

11:00 AM World Day of Prayer
March 7 Bring Sandwich Supplies for

Worcester trip (see page4)

8:45 AM Singers

10:00 AM Worship
March 8 7:30 PM Women'’s Lectio
March 10 11:30 AM GWU to Keefe Tech
March 14 8:45 AM Singers

10:00 AM Worship

11:30 AM Faith in Action

Trip to Worcester Fellowship

March 17 7:30 PM Stewards
March 21 One Great House of Sharing
8:45 AM Singers
10:00 AM Worship
March 24 10:00 AM Book Club
5:30 PM Eagles
March 28 8:45 AM Singers
10:00 AM Worship
11:15 AM Congregational

conversation
Palm Sunday Bread Sale




One Great Hour of Sharing
- March 21st

By giving to One Great Hour of
Sharing, you connect with com-
munities suffering from pov-
erty, illiteracy, illness, and the
dangers of wars and disasters
all over the world. By the time

a crisis becomes news, your of-
ferings are already at work. This
year the focus of the OGHS cam-
paign is “feed my sheep.” For
stories of how your donations
change lives, you can check out

We would like to remind all par-
ents and Sunday School leaders
to be sure the children are aware
of what to do should there ever
be a fire in our building. Be
certain that they are aware of the
exits and where they should go
outside in the event of a drill or,
of course, a real need to evacu-
ate the building. There are maps
posted to indicate the exits.

It isn’t too soon to be think-
ing about how we might like
to spruce up our grounds this
spring. If you have suggestions,
or would like to brainstorm with
a team, please contact one of the
Stewards. (This doesn’t mean
you are commiting to dig and
weed.) Also, if you ever have
a concern about the building or
grounds, please contact us.

Grace Women United

Grace Women United will be
going to Keefe Tech for lunch on
March 10. Speak to Lynn Bur-
dett or Nancy Brown to reserve
a space.

4

the UCC website at: www.ucc.
org/oghs

To help you focus your giv-
ing, please consider using the
attached “giving calendar”
(page six) from the UCC, for a
week or two, or as long as you
are able. Envelopes are included
with the printed issue of Grace
Notes, and checks can be made
out to “Grace Church,” just note
“One Great Hour of Sharing” in
the memo line. We will take up
this collection on Sunday, March
21st.

Cans for Communion

- Sunday, March 7th - Special
Collection of Snacks and
Sandwich Supplies for
Worcester Fellowship

Instead of cans, this month we
will collect snacks and sand-
wich-making supplies. This will
help us provide lunch for our
friends at Worcester Fellowship,
an outdoor church on Worcester
Common that provides spiritual
care and community in down-
town Worcester. Pick a snack or
sandwich item from the board
in the fellowship hall, then bring
your item to church for “Cans
for Communion” on March 7th.
If you don't get a chance to pick
a particular tag, extra packets of
peanut-butter and cheese crack-
ers or juice boxes are always
welcome. Lunch will be deliv-
ered Sunday, March 14th. See
Mary Memmott for details.

March 14th -- Trip to
Worcester Fellowship

The Sunday school students
have started talking about their
planned mission trip to Worces-
ter this month as we study “lost
and found” stories in the Bible.

We hope as many families as
possible will be able to join us
on March 14th for this special
service and worship opportuni-
ty. Parents, due to the relatively
young age of our “youth group”
we need a high ratio of adults to
children on this trip, so we hope
you can join us. Other adults
from the church family are
welcome, too! We will meet at
church for bagels to fuel us up,
and lunch preparation at 10 dur-
ing Sunday school time, leave
for Worcester by 11, and be back
in Framingham around 2:30 p.m.
Please contact Mary Memmott
with any questions.

Earth-Care Event - “Low-
Carbon” Cooking Workshop
Save April 11 for an afternoon of
exploring low-waste, vegetarian
cooking in a fun and family-
friendly atmosphere in the
kitchen at Edwards Church, 1-4
p-m. on Sunday April 11. Bring
a freezer-safe container and
leave with some tasty home-
cooked items. If you can’t make
it, look for samples of our efforts
at the recycling day on April 24.
Sign-up information and more
details to follow!

Mary Memmott

Next Styrofoam
Collection Day

April 24
Watch for details
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Deacons

People of Grace,

Advent prepares us for Christ’s
birth; Lent prepares us for
Christ’s resurrection.

e The Lenten Journey began on
Ash Wednesday (this year Febru-
ary 17th) and continues for forty
days. Have you decided on a
Lenten practice yet? In the last is-
sue of Grace Notes, we suggested
that it is a good time to: “read,
study and inwardly digest the
four Gospels. (The word Gospel
means “Good News.”) Be filled
with laughter and amazement at
the brilliant son of God, who was
only in his 30s. Get to know the
Good News.”

Have you begun yet? Did you
think of another meaningful
practice? If so, please share this
with Ruth C. We would love to
list the Lenten Practices of our
congregation in the next issue.

* Holy Week begins on Palm
Sunday, March 28 and continues
with Maundy Thursday (April
1), Good Friday (April 2) and
concludes with Easter Sunday,
April 4. More information will be
coming about these services in
the Sunday bulletins.

What is Faith?
“Sight is not faith, and hearing is
not faith, neither is feeling faith; but
believing when we neither see, hear
nor feel is faith; and everywhere the
Bible tells us our salvation is to be
by faith. Therefore we must believe
before we feel, and often against our
feelings, if we would honor God by
our faith.”

-Hannah Whitall Smith

If you wish to donate to defray
the costs of the Easter plants for
our home-bound, any amount
would be gratefully appreci-
ated. Just put your donation in
an envelope and place it in the
offering plate on Sunday or mail
it to Nancy B. Please indicate on
the envelope it is for the Eas-
ter plants for the home-bound.
Thank you.

In conclusion
If you would like to provide flow-
ers for the altar, please be in touch
with Ruth Carney. You may bring
flowers or if you wish to have her
order flowers from our florist, the
current price is $35.
Please do not forget that we
care about your wellbeing, if
we can be of any help, please be
in touch with one of us. God is
with us and among us. God does
and will provide.
May you always feel God’s
blessings,
Ruth Carney
Karolyne White

Among the friends we are keep-
ing in our prayers are Marjorie
Parmenter, Daleen Perkins, Kar-
olyne White, and Ruth Bodge.

In Case of s 3K
Snow Cancellation

Remember Grace is connected
to WCVB, Channel 5. If a
service or event needs to be
cancelled because of weather,
tune to Channel 5 for our
cancellation listing.

Faith in Action

WOULD YOU LIKE a good
book, or a fun jigsaw puzzle

to do during some of the cold,
stormy days ahead? Lots of
good books, puzzles, and a few
tapes are available in the Grace
Church library, so check it out
next time you are in the build-
ing and be prepared for the next
storm! Just borrow whatever
you like for however long you
like! (No card--no fees!)

The Book Club’s
next meeting will be
March 24.
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/Grace Congregational, UCC R

PO Box 1481
76 Salem End Road, Framingham 01702
508-872-3342
www.gracechurchucc.org
www.macucc.org (Mass Conf.)
www.ucc.org (UCC)

Pastor: Brad Watters
pastor@gracechurchucc.org

Moderator: Linda Dunbrack
moderator@gracechurchucc.org

Christian Education:
Ronda Yeomans
christianed@gracechurchucc.org

Deacons: Ruth Carney
deacon@gracechurchucc.org

Stewards: Jean Burr
steward@gracechurchucc.org

Members at Large: Terri Taylor,
Mary Memmott
atlarge@gracechurchucc.org

Office Administrator:
Kab Rabinowitz
office@gracechurchucc.org

Music Director: Susan Minor
musicdirector@gracechurchucc.org

Missionary in Indonesia:
Susan Frans

sefrans@kupang.wasantara.net.id
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